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SUBJECT: BRITISH SHIP IN DISTRESS NEAR DIEGO GARCIA 

1. ON JUNE 25, HINTON OF FCO INDIAN OCEAN DEPARTMENT IN- 
FORMED EMBASSY THAT A BRITISH MERCHANT SHIP, THE SOVEREIGN 
GRACE, OF CYPRUS REGISTRY WAS IN DIFFICULTY NEAR DIEGO 
GARCIA AND THAT HMG HAD AUTHORIZED THE SHIP TO ENTER THE 
HARBOR AT DIEGO GARCIA. THE PROBLEM WITH THE SHIP WAS A 
LEAK IN ONE OF THE DEEP TANKS AND THE PUMP WHICH WOULD BE 
USED TO EMPTY THE TANK WAS BROKEN. 

2. WE PASSED ABOVE INFORMATION TO THE DEPARTMENT (PM/ISO) 
BY TELEPHONE ON JUNE 25. THIS MESSAGE IS TO CONFIRM AND 
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TO RAISE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL PROBLEM. 
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3. HINTON HAS NOW ASKED IF THE US COULD FACILITATE THE 
TRAVEL OF ONE OF THE CHIEF TECHNICIANS OF THE SHIPPING LINE 
TO DIEGO GARCIA TO INSPECT THE DAMAGE TO THE SHIP. THE 
TECHNICIAN IS PRESENTLY IN SOUTH AFRICA BUT WOULD TRAVEL BY 
COMMERCIAL MEANS TO THAILAND TO CATCH THE LOGISTICS FLIGHT 
TO DIEGO GARCIA IF THIS COULD BE ARRANGED. THE FCO HAS ASKED 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

A) COULD THE TECHNICIAN BE ACCOMMODATED ON A USAF FLIGHT 
TO DIEGO GARCIA? 

B) IF SO. WHAT WOULD BE THE EARLIEST DEPARTURE DATE 
FROM THAILAND? AND THE RETURN SCHEDULE? 

C) HOW WOULD SUCH TRAVEL HAVE TO BE FUNDED? 

4. REQUEST ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS POSED PARA 3 SOONEST. 
ANNENBERG UNQUOTE SISCO 
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